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On the Verge gives information on 
2015 movies viewers should check 
out.           
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Men’s basketball maintains 
winning streak while on the road.
 PAGE 8
ON THE VERGE         BALLIN’ IN BLUE
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
With the amount of full-time stu-
dents steadily decreasing in recent 
years, Eastern is looking at its lowest 
student to faculty ratio in years.
Blair Lord, the vice president of ac-
ademic affairs, said the current stu-
dent to faculty ratio is 13 students for 
every one faculty member, which was 
calculated in the beginning of the fall 
semester. 
The number of full-time students 
and faculty has steadily declined in re-
cent years. 
In 2010, Eastern had a ratio of 15-
to-1, with 10,309 students and 660 
faculty members. 
Between 2011 and 2012 the ratio 
dropped from 15 to 14 students for 
every one faculty member. In 2012 
Eastern had 741 fewer students than 
2011, along with 15 fewer faculty 
members.
Part of the reason for the decrease 
is because of the number of students 
enrolled at Eastern
Since 2012, the student to faculty 
ratio has maintained its current state 
of 14-to-1. 
Last year, Eastern had a total of 
7,899 students and 572 faculty mem-
bers.  
“The ratio is just a numerical calcu-
lation,” Lord said. “ You have to look 
at what drives the changes in the two 
numbers that create the ratio.”
Lord said Eastern has had low en-
rollment for a number of years, which 
has an effect on the ratio.
He said one of the reasons the 
number of faculty does not change 
as drastically as that of students, is 
the number of tenure faculty. Tenure 
members can stay with the school for 
as long as they want or until they de-
cide to go elsewhere. Another reason 
is the number of annually contracted 
faculty. 
Low student-to-faculty ratio trend persists
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge 
For nearly 10 years, a proposed 
plaza dedicated to internation-
al alumni and study abroad stu-
dents is sti l l  needing donations 
and funding to move its construc-
tion forward. 
The Global Ambassadors Pla-
za was considered as  an option 
not  long after  the f i re  of  Bla ir 
Ha l l  in  2004 .  I f  such  a  p l a za 
reaches i t’s  est imated goal  of  a 
l i t t l e  more  than $500,000 the 
pro ject  can beg in  moving for-
ward with construction. 
Rober t  Augus t ine ,  the  dean 
of the graduate school, said the 
project has been receiving small 
donations, but it is a secondary 
focus of the institution as dona-
tions for scholarships is primary. 
Eastern has not generated any 
funds direct ly  into the project 
because of the institution hav-
ing other financial obligations, 
which is why the project is dona-
tion only and will not officially 
start unless a large contribution is 
made, Augustine said. 
“It will take awhile longer for 
us to do that,” Augustine said. 
Bob Martin, the vice president 
for university advancement, said 
the project has earned less than 
$20,000, and like Augustine, he 
said the project remains second-
ary to scholarship funding. The 
goal is for the institution to have 
created 100 new scholarships; it 
has currently reached 95. 
Martin said there is no “cham-
pion” donor for the project,  so 
i t  has been placed on the back 
burner  unt i l  more  funds  have 
been pumped into it. He added 
the project wil l  official ly move 
forward when a “naming donor” 
has been identified. 
“ It  needs  somebody  to  s t ep 
up to pay a quarter of a million 
dollars to at least get it started,” 
Martin said. 
Augustine said the plaza would 
represent al l  international  stu-
dents and alumni who have stud-
ied at Eastern with a map of the 
world and flags representing each 
country of international students 
that  have  ca l l ed  Eas te rn  the i r 
home. 
Proposed Global Plaza in need of donations 
K ATIE SMITH | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
 Jordan Philpott and Matt Bower of the Charleston Fire Department gather their equipment after the sprinkler system was triggered at about 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday in Douglas Hall. Captain Todd Foster of the Charleston Police Department arrived on scene and said the alarm was not fire-related. "Somewhere 
in the sprinkler system water moved so the alarm panel thinks the sprinkler was trying to put a fire out but it really wasn't," he said. Once the police and 
fire departments cleared the buildings, residents were allowed back inside. No damage was reported. 
RATIO, page 6 
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
The Doudna Fine Arts  Cen-
ter has new events planned this 
semester in the hopes of enter-
taining Eastern and community 
crowds.
Dan Crews, the administrative 
assistant of Doudna, said the way 
the department picks performers 
is varied.
“No.1, the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center is on the radar of a lot of 
agents across the country, and a 
lot of these agents we’ve worked 
with time and time again,” Crews 
said.  
The agents choose Doudna for 
the size of the venue because it 
is perfect for a certain person or 
band, he said. 
 Other times it is the group or 
person themselves will self-pro-
mote by contacting them first.
Crews said the third way is for 
he and other Doudna workers to 
see performances at other venues. 
“They have this  thing cal led 
Ar t s  Midwes t ,  which  i s  about 
a three or four day trade show 
with everything from musicians 
to dancers, you name it,” Crews 
said. “They put on a scaled down 
per formance  on  what  they  do 
and they start at about 6 p.m. to 
2 a.m. and they change every 20 
minutes.”
There  a re  other  t imes  when 
people, sometimes on the Doud-
na staff, have seen a performance 
or  group somewhere  and they 
thought  the group would be a 
good fit to perform at Doudna he 
said.
Fo r  i t s  h u m a n i t i e s  e v e n t s , 
Dounda will be having a speak-
er who is a professor at Eastern, 
Crews said.  
Jeannie Ludlow, the coordina-
tor of women’s studies,  wil l  be 
talking about abortion and pro-
abor t ion  r ight s  in  the  Uni ted 
States in today’s decade. 
 She will be speaking at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Lecture Hall.
The first performance this se-
mester is Sonic Escape.  
Crews said it is a musical group 
o f  th ree  peop le  who  g radua t -
ed from The Julliard School who 
will be performing at 7:30 p.m. 
Jan. 24 in the Recital Hall; tick-
ets are $7 for students.
He said the second group to 
come to Doudna wil l  be Tango 
Buenos Aires Song of Eva Peron, 
which is a company of 25 danc-
ers from Argentina that travels 
around the world and will be per-
forming at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 1 in 
The Theatre;  t ickets are $7 for 
students.
The  Count  Bas i e  Orches t ra 
will be opening the 56th annual 
EIU Jazz Festival, which will be 
Doudna 
introduces new 
performances
DOUDNA, page 5 GLOBAL PLAZA, page 5 
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By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor| @DEN_News
The Council on Academic Affairs 
met with two representatives from 
the Office of Student Standards 
to answer questions about syllabus 
guidelines on reporting misconduct 
Thursday. 
Heather Webb, the Director of 
Student Standards, and Shawn Peo-
ples, Associate Director of Student 
Standards, explained their office’s 
process.
“All instances of academic mis-
conduct will be reported to the Of-
fice of Student Standards,” Webb 
said.
She said in the past, when facul-
ty sent a report to the Office of Stu-
dent Standards, they would not ex-
pect something like academic pro-
bation to be filed on the student. 
However, when they do file a re-
port, it is usually because the stu-
dent has a history of academic re-
ports. 
“The faculty member may not be 
privileged to the student’s previous 
disciplinary history,” Peoples said. 
“When we look at an incident, we 
look at the entire disciplinary histo-
ry of that student.” 
Peoples also said when it comes 
to situations like these faculty need 
to address the behavior accordingly.
“It’s not required for faculty to 
report to our office,” Webb said. 
“Would I like it to be required? 
Yes.” 
Webb said faculty members were 
also wondering if they had to report 
such instances. 
C o u n c i l  m e m b e r  R e b e c c a 
Throneburg, said there was some 
discussion about whether or not 
faculty members could handle ac-
ademic misconduct, even though 
they would still report it.
 “On the Academic Misconduct 
Form, it does state that in addition 
to the academic penalty, there will 
be a response from our office,” Peo-
ples said. “Typically what that is, we 
have an academic tutorial program 
which addresses different forms of 
ethical decision making.”
Peoples said Student Standards 
assigns the tutorial along with to 
the academic penalty to ensure that 
students are able to learn the differ-
ences in academic misconduct.
Council members will discuss 
three revised business courses along 
with a new marketing minor in 
their next meeting. 
The next council meeting will be 
at 2 p.m. Thursday in Room 4440 
in the Booth Library.
Luis Martinez can be reached at 
581-2812 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu
CAA reviews student standards protocol
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor | @DEN_News
The RHA executive board is cur-
rently looking for a new vice presi-
dent after their old one resigned for 
“personal reasons.”
President Christina Lauff said dur-
ing the RHA meeting Thursday that 
the members would still continue to 
support their old vice president.
“As student leaders, we are students 
first,” she said.
Nominations for a new vice pres-
ident will take place next Thursday 
with elections to take place the fol-
lowing Thursday. 
Requirements to run or be nom-
inated include being to at least two 
RHA meeting prior and being in 
good academic and judicial standing.
Those interested should also write 
up a one page bid with their goals as 
vice president, due Jan. 21.
Nominations will be taken from 
every hall but Ford, as two members 
of the RHA executive board are al-
ready from Ford. 
The “Love Your Space” competi-
tion was also discussed at the meet-
ing. 
The competition is a room-deco-
rating contest, and submissions can 
be posted to the Housing and Dining 
Facebook page.
Contestants can only post one pic-
ture of their rooms, although they 
may make a collage. 
Members are pushing for more pic-
tures of men’s rooms for more diversi-
ty, as they have had three pictures of 
only women’s rooms so far.
The contest closes on Feb. 14 at 
11:59 p.m.
Decorated jars were passed out to 
each residence hall representative to 
collect money for “Relay for Life” 
cancer research fundraiser.  Each coin 
in each hall’s jar gives the halls points. 
Competing halls can “sabotage” 
other halls’ number of points by put-
ting in dollar bills to other halls’ jars, 
as dollars count for negative points.
The RHA will keep a running tal-
ly of the points halls have earned each 
week to keep each hall accountable 
and to encourage progress.
In previous years, the RHA has 
raised up to $2,000 for charitable or-
ganizations.
Other things discussed at the meet-
ing included the renovations at Law-
son Hall, where a floor and a half 
were renovated and students moved 
to newly renovated floors. 
Mark Hudson, the director of 
Housing and Dining, encouraged 
RHA members to volunteer on Mon-
day in observance of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s Birthday.
“What is the day supposed to stand 
for?” he asked. “The way to celebrate 
him is to get your butt out of bed, 
think about him, his impact on the 
world.”
Members announced The Leader-
ship Challenge, a three-week leader-
ship workshop series.
The Leadership Challenge, based 
off the book of the same name, will 
take place February 15 and 22 and 
March 1.
It is open to all students, and any-
one interested can sign up online.
Along with a new vice president for 
the RHA executive board, many indi-
vidual halls need RHA reps and oth-
er people for various leadership po-
sitions, and are planning their own 
events.
Examples are Andrews Hall’s “Pink 
and Purple” Party, and Lawson’s 
“Cash Elevator,” based off the popu-
lar show “Cash Cab.”
Cassie Buchman can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
RHA searches for new vice president
Investing in the future
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LeeAnn Reid, a sophomore early childhood education major, shows potential recruits the accomplishments of the 
Alpha Sigma Tau sorority on Thursday at the AST open house. 
News Staff
Editor-in-Chief 
Katie Smith
DENeic@gmail.com
Managing Editor 
Jarad Jarmon
DENmanaging@
gmail.com
News Editor 
Stephanie Markham
Associate News 
Editor 
Debby Hernandez
DENnewsdesk@
gmail.com
Opinions Editor 
Margorie Clemente
DENopinions@gmail.
com
Online Editor
Jason Howell
Online Producer
Olivia Diggs
DENnews.com@
gmail.com
Photo Editor 
Chynna Miller
DENphotodesk@
gmail.com
Assistant Photo 
Editor 
Kevin Hall
Sports Editor 
Bob Reynolds
Assistant Sports 
Editor 
Jehad Abbed
Administration 
Editor
Luis Martinez
City Editor
Cassie Buchman
Entertainment 
Editor
Stephanie White
Multicultural Editor
Roberto Hodge
Verge Editor
Cayla Maurer
Verge Designer
Katelyn Siegert
Advertising Staff
Account Executive
Rachel Eversole-Jones
Faculty Advisers
Editorial Adviser 
Lola Burnham
Photo Adviser 
Brian Poulter
DENNews.com 
Adviser 
Bryan Murley
Publisher 
John Ryan
Business Manager 
Betsy Jewell
Press Supervisor 
Tom Roberts
Night Staff 
for this issue
Night Chief 
Jarad Jarmon
Lead Designer 
Rosie Sacco
Copy Editor/ 
Designers
Sam Nusbaum
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge 
 
Members of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity will host their 28th annu-
al Martin Luther King Jr. vigil and 
march at 6 p.m. Monday at Thom-
as Hall. 
The march will begin at Thom-
as Hall and continue to the Grand 
Ballroom of the Martin Luther King 
Jr. University Union. 
Phillip Love, the president of Al-
pha Phi Alpha, said the theme for 
this year’s vigil is “Unfinished Busi-
ness,” which will allow those partic-
ipating in the vigil to discuss aspects 
of King’s dream that have not been 
executed. 
Love said the event would begin at 
Thomas Hall with a vigil, songs and 
a march; Ron Zimmermann will give 
a keynote address. He added some 
members of the fraternity would be 
speaking on what they think should 
be improved upon within society. 
King, who was a Civil Rights 
leader, was also a member of the Al-
phas and the event is one of the ways 
members of the fraternity celebrate 
his life and his accomplishments. 
Love said some African-Ameri-
cans have become too settled within 
society and are not pushing forward 
to make it better or make much of a 
change. He said the current statuses 
of African-Americans have come far, 
but they can go even further. 
New to this year’s event will more 
Alpha members speaking, but there 
will continue to be praise danc-
ing, cake, music and possible Alpha 
strolls. 
The overall goal of the event is 
to remind others to not settle with 
what is going on in their life and so-
ciety, as well as remembering King 
as a leader and Alpha member, Love 
said. 
If King were alive today, Love be-
lieves he would say that African-
Americans would have to do bet-
ter because of how hard Civil Rights 
leaders have worked for equality. 
Roberto Hodge can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
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Deadline to Add Spring Courses l All Day
     Last day to add classes to your schedule
Tarble Exhibits l 10 AM - 5 PM
   Michael Aurbach Sculpture on display; Tarble Arts Center’s Main Gallery
70’s Roll Bounce l 7 PM
    EIU Throwback event featuring a roller rink, refreshments, and more; MLK Union
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
    January 16, 2015 What’s Happening at EIU?
Don’t miss a minute of coverage! 
Keep up-to-date on our Facebook and Twitter pages!
@den_news
WELCOME BACK EIU! 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
916 Woodlawn Dr. 
Great location south end of 9th st. near the woods! 
www.youngstowncharleston.com 
217-345-2363 
Fully Furnished studio, 1, 2 & 3 bedroom  
Apts and Townhouses 
Many with Washer and Dryer in units! 
Spacious Bedrooms with walk in closets! 
 Full or Queen Beds! 
Private Decks with wood views! 
Home away from home feel! 
Free Trash & Parking! 
3 Clean on-site Laundry Rooms! 
Use Financial Aid to pay rent 
DEPOSIT SPECIAL 
$150/PERSON 
ANY SIZE UNIT 
SIGN LEASE BY  
MARCH 13! 
EMAIL BLAST!
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! Sign up today at DENnews.com!
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor | @DEN_News
This will be Laura Imbirowicz’s third 
and last year as Resident Director for 
Lawson Hall, and though she will miss 
working with students, she said she is 
ready for a change.
“This field is pretty transient, typi-
cally when you reach 3 to 5 years, you 
choose to move on,” she said. “It’s time 
for me to move on—discover new 
things and new challenges at another 
university.”
Right now she is in the midst of a 
job search.
“I have just started applying for jobs 
right now,” Imbirowicz said. “I’ve been 
doing a very broad search, namely in 
Michigan, Ohio, any institutions of 
higher education.”
She said she has a background in 
many things, so she is keeping her op-
tions open.
Although she is ready to move on, 
Imbirowicz said she will miss many 
things about her time at Eastern.
“(I will miss) the students I get to 
work with on a daily basis,” she said. 
“There is a unique populations of stu-
dents here, who really want to be in-
volved and engaged.”
She said she will especially miss the 
relationship she built with the staff at 
Lawson.
“The staff took it hard. It hurt a lit-
tle bit to see them hurt at the fact that I 
was leaving,” she said.
Lawson was a busy hall for her to su-
pervise, she said.
“Lawson is typically pretty full for 
most of the school year,” she said. 
“Whenever I was here there were stu-
dents here except for the week before 
the hall opened.” 
During Lawson’s opening week, she 
would often work 16 hours straight get-
ting everything ready.
She remembers seeing the students 
come to the university and helping par-
ents during their “freak-out moments” 
when they would be frustrated and 
scared.
“I enjoyed letting them know we’ll 
take care of their kids,” she said. 
Even with all the craziness, she still 
said opening week was her favorite time 
of the year here.
Part of the challenge of being an RD 
is the unpredictably of the job.
“(There are) things you can’t con-
trol as much as you want to,” Imbiro-
wicz said. “Anything can happen at any 
time.”
She said she has to always be ready 
for an emergency situation.
“You can be sitting (in the office), 
having an interview with someone and 
someone will run in an say ‘there’s a 
fire’ or ‘there’s a roommate fight and we 
need you to mediate,’” she said.
One example of this is the pipe that 
burst Saturday in Thomas Hall.
“I was having a relaxed day when I 
got a call that there’s a pipe that end-
ed up bursting,” she said. “We had to 
make sure students were safe.”
Luckily, people came together to 
help the situation, which included a six-
hour long cleanup of the building.
“All hands were on deck,” Imbirow-
icz said. “It was cool to see how awe-
some and supportive the staff was.”
Some things Imbirowicz did expect 
during a typical week were one-on-
one conferences with students and staff 
members like Resident Assistants. 
“I would figure out what they were 
dealing with, and (meeting with them) 
helped us with figuring out their week, 
like if they’re having a problem with 
cleanliness, roommate agreements,” she 
said.
She also attended weekly RHA and 
Hall Council meetings, collaborated 
with graduate students working at the 
desk and worked on other special proj-
ects for the department.
For the future Resident Director, 
Imbirowicz has some words of advice.
“(They should) cherish the relation-
ships they make with the students, and 
be able to interact and connect with 
them,” she said. “Eastern students are a 
special brand that can be high achiev-
ers if they are willing push themselves.”
Cassie Buchman can be 
reached at 581-282 or 
cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
Director reflects on leaving, three years at Eastern
Alphas to honor Martin Luther King Jr. with vigil
                    SUBMIT TED PHOTO 
                    Laura Imbirowicz
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Students hold their candles as they march to the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union during the Martin Luther King Jr. vigil on Jan. 20, 2014.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
The daily editorial is the majority opinion 
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern 
News.
Rappers blamed 
for abusive parents
On January 13, 2015, a startling video featur-
ing television journalist Nancy Grace and contro-
versial rapper, 2 Chainz was released on YouTube. 
The two had a heated exchange of words about the 
legalization of pot. 
Nancy begins by sardonically praising 2 Chainz 
for his musical accomplishments, while showing a 
clip of a woman provocatively sashaying her heiny 
in a skintight, gold suit. 
She then attacks the rapper with the following 
line: “Some of your lyrics advocate a different kind 
of lifestyle—a lifestyle that you don’t want little 
children exposed to.”
Whose fault is it anyway if a child is exposed 
to 2 Chainz? The media? Right. That one is about 
as old as blaming your supposed ravenous dog for 
your incomplete homework. But let us give ol’ 
Nancy the benefit of the doubt and listen to what 
else she has left to say.
Nancy continues, “If pot is legalized then every-
one is going to have unlimited access to pot, and 
unlike other people that are responsible, irresponsi-
ble child abusers are going to have free access.” 
All right, Nancy. However, does this not then 
mean that there should be strict censorship on 
television, prohibition of alcohol, and all other 
mind-altering substances?
Listen, Nancy, you are the interviewer. You 
have graciously invited 2 Chainz to your terri-
ble show, and now you choose to talk over him—
shame on you, Nancy. What a rude and intoler-
able woman you have become. You should know 
better than to attack your interviewee when he has 
taken the time—his precious time—to listen to 
your obnoxious caterwauling. 
When you decide to childishly raise your voice 
over someone in the midst of a debate, nothing 
gets through to anyone. Clearly the both of you 
are stuck in your own views. Nancy, if you think 
that your job is to persuade this man to think dif-
ferently about the situation, then you are sadly 
mistaken. 
What are you trying to do here, Nancy? It is 
as thought you are trying to find a connection 
between 2 Chainz’s point of view and music to the 
child abusers who allow their children to try pot. 
2 Chainz cleverly retorts that these disturbing 
cases are “deeper than a joint” and even called out 
the mothers as people with “mental issues”.
As a last resort, Nancy’s only rebuttal was to 
throw obscene videos of mothers handing large 
joints to their tots.
Conclusively, according to our beloved Nan-
cy, 2 Chainz should essentially be held accountable 
for every irresponsible choice that parents make. 
Rather than using 2 Chainz as a scapegoat, 
why have you not yet addressed the real problem, 
Nancy? Has it ever occurred to you that there are 
imbeciles who should be required to pass an IQ 
test done before they’re allowed to procreate? 
It is about time we stop accusing rappers of cre-
ating a monstrous, angry generation of children 
who shoot up their schools and religiously abide 
by the M.O.E (Money Over Everything) motto. 
I would like to end this rant with a quote 
from none other than the angry blonde, king of 
all potty mouths, Eminem. Though in these lyr-
ics he does not talk about drug use, he addresses 
the absurd notion that music can provoke one to 
mindlessly pursue a plan of action. 
“They say music can alter moods and talk to 
you. But can it load a gun up for you and cock it 
too? Well if it can then the next time you assault a 
dude, just tell the judge it was my fault and I’ll get 
sued.” —Eminem, ‘Sing for the Moment’
Well said, Mr. Mathers.
Marge Clemente is a senior English major. She can be 
reached at 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com
Stick to your New Year’s resolutions this spring
Marge Clemente
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For the first time in my life as a college stu-
dent, I do not find myself awkwardly darting my 
eyes around the classroom in a desperate effort to 
avoid meeting the mind-reading gaze of my profes-
sors who prey mercilessly on the fact that I have not 
done the reading.
I know only one week has passed so far this 
semester, so saying I have done all of my assigned 
readings is not much of an accomplishment.
However, based on the fact that, as a second-
semester junior, I am finally in ALL classes that 
apply directly to my major and minor—classes that 
I actually wanted and foresee myself enjoying—I 
think I can safely predict that this will be a contin-
ued trend for me.
For instance, I have the opportunity this semes-
ter to take an independent study course for Report-
ing on the Arts, which applies to my journalism 
major. 
In addition to doing the standard textbook read-
ings and assignments, I will get to write in-depth 
feature stories on artists and musicians, review plays 
and movies, and interview actual journalists who 
get to do this type of thing regularly.
This class will allow me to engage in what would 
be my dream job before I even finish my degree. 
I have had to drag myself through general edu-
cation courses to get to this point, and if I start 
slacking now, I know that would have all just been 
worthless suffering.
Those in my same position who still slack in 
courses they are interested in should consider that 
they are dropping thousands and losing sleep for a 
reason—not just to get a degree and get a job, but 
to actually learn something that will help them do 
that job well.
Procrastination is a universal problem. 
At the same time, I am very much of a realist. 
I am not about to tell you to always keep up with 
your assigned readings in all of your classes, especial-
ly the ones you are less than thrilled to be in. 
Sure, you want to pass, but there is no need to 
overdo it.
However, when you get to the point where you 
are taking classes that let you do what you have 
always wanted to do, or at least read about it from 
experts who have, do your best to trudge through 
those texts.
Recognizing the toxicity of the term “New Year’s 
resolution,” I am going to go ahead and say that 
reading all my textbooks and completing all assign-
ments is my goal for the semester. 
It’s a tad ambitious for my taste, but if ambitious 
people get jobs, then here we go.
Stephanie Markham is a junior journalism major. 
She can be reached at 581-2812 or DENopinions@gmail.
com.
There has been a noticeable pattern at Eastern’s 
Student Recreational Center. Attendance records 
have fluctuated throughout different times for sever-
al semesters now. 
In spring 2014 semester, 60, 231 scans were reg-
istered in the first two months, while 85,781 were 
registered in the March and April, according to the 
Rec Center’s records. 
Records also show 3,071 scans have been regis-
tered so far for this spring 2015 semester. We expect 
numbers to increase vastly as they have in the past.
Presumably, the cause for this sudden increase in 
numbers is due to the New Year. Many have made 
themselves promises before and after the celebra-
tory and much anticipated midnight over a glass of 
champagne while untangling silly string from their 
shoulders. 
There is something invigorating when the New 
Year strikes. The rain of glitter, the wet kisses of fam-
ily and friends, and the poignant cries of “should 
auld acquaintance be forgot” are the perfect cocktail 
to arouse anyone’s senses. 
You now have 365 days ahead of you to turn 
your life around—even if your goals are as small as 
keeping a cleaner bedroom or taking out the trash 
more often. A vast plethora of promises lie stretched 
out before you like a yawn across the horizon. 
You are just within reach, and the New Year is a 
perfect opportunity to take advantage of. 
Upon your arrival at Eastern, you have a well-
prepared workout schedule and a fresh workout 
outfit laid out the night before you start your New 
Year’s journey. 
Nevertheless, at some point during the semes-
ter when you fall back once again into the routine-
ly rhythm of collegiate life here, your enthusiasm 
dwindles.
There are a million excuses you try to develop in 
your head while you shower, brush your teeth, and 
dress yourself. 
“I don’t have enough time. My friends stopped 
going with me. I won’t have that sexy spring bod I 
need for break anyway.” You think about all of these 
reasons so you can have an easily accessible rebut-
tal in the back of your mind for when you are bom-
barded with disappointed inquiries from friends and 
family. 
However, if you are able to brush your teeth, 
comb your hair, cut your toenails, and shower like 
it is second nature, then why is it so difficult for you 
to turn working out into something habitual—into 
something you should not even have to think too 
hard about? 
Certainly you should not set unrealistic goals for 
yourself only to later be discouraged when you have 
not yet sculpted your desired Channing Tatum six-
pack or Kim K. tightened buttocks. 
On the other hand, you should never underes-
timate yourself. Begin with goals that are doable. 
Only you are aware of how much your body can 
handle. Try heading down to the Rec with a group 
of people. You surely know the feeling of study-
ing in groups—you do not have to suffer through 
it alone. 
Most importantly, when you see something writ-
ten down, it can become quite challenging to ignore 
it. Keep that schedule in front of you and at the end 
of the day, marinade in the satisfaction of crossing 
out that task while breathing out that wonderful 
and much needed sigh of relief. 
Stick to at least one New Year’s resolution, and 
do not be the person whose head hangs low halfway 
through the race—defeated.
Stephanie Markham
Take time to read for classes you enjoy
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celebrating its 80th anniversary.  The 
group will  be playing at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 
6 in the Dvorak Concert Hall; tickets are 
$10 for students.
The Cashore Marionettes’ “Life in Mo-
tion” is a marionette show, which will take 
place at 7:30 p.m. March 3 in the Recital 
Hall; tickets are $7 for students.
Throughout the semester the theater de-
partment will conduct plays such as “The 
Mousetrap” and “The Good Person of Set-
zuan,” Crews said.  
The music department will be perform-
ing concerts throughout the semester as 
well.
Stephanie White can be reached at 581-2812 
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
The proposed plaza would be a way of 
strengthening the university’s commitment 
to international students, and it will show 
domestic students the possibilities for ca-
reers and business opportunities outside of 
the United States, Augustine said. 
“A lot of disciplines such as business, 
science and economics will have an oppor-
tunity to take their careers abroad,” Au-
gustine said. “Know how your discipline 
provides pathways for you, not just domes-
tically.” 
Augustine said the institution wants do-
mestic students to know others from dif-
ferent countries and nationalities so they 
can learn from them. 
Because the plaza is donation-specific, a 
select few prominent members of Eastern’s 
campus have donated, such as Blair Lord, 
the provost and vice president for academ-
ic affairs. 
Lord said the donation toward the plaza 
is part of his contributions to the Eastern 
Il l inois University Foundation. He said 
his donations sometimes go toward vari-
ous scholarships, but this year it went to 
the plaza. 
“I feel it important to make annual do-
nations to Eastern, my church—to a vari-
ety of things,” Lord said. 
Like Martin and Augustine, Lord agreed 
the project is very much still in its early 
stages needing a significant amount to ful-
ly get the plaza underway. 
“You need someone that’s going to come 
and put in a chunk of change,” he said.
Roberto Hodge can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
» GLOBAL PLAZA CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
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By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Students in Eastern’s graphic design program face 
distinct challenges from other majors, and while some 
are accepted into the program, others end up having to 
find alternate paths.
Sophomore graphic design majors near the middle 
of their spring semester have to turn a resume in along 
with a portfolio of the work they have done in their 
past art classes at Eastern, David Griffin, the chair man 
of the art department, said.
Senior faculty members will gather and choose 
the top 25 to 30 best portfolios to continue on in the 
graphic design program, Griffin said.  
“Students will then be waitlisted into the classes, 
and once I find out they are moving out, I add them 
into the classes,” he said.
He said it is done that way so students who were 
not accepted into the program do not sign up for those 
classes.  
Every semester the students in the program are told 
what time to go to the classes because they do not have 
a choice of times.
“There is only one time for those specific classes for 
that class of students, which is why students are told 
their schedule by their advisers,” Griffin said.
Two classes exist for graphic design students: the ju-
nior class and the senior class.  The classes do not mix 
with each other like other classes might.  
Juniors stay with each other, and the same goes for 
seniors, he said.  
That is because students are accepted at different 
times, so it would be difficult to mix the classes.
He said graphic design is a popular major for art 
students to come into when they are freshmen.  
“Parents sort of see it as well as ‘that way my child 
can go into the art program and get a job,’” he said.  
That and the limited size of the program Griffin 
said are the reasons the admission process is in place.
Hannah Freeman is a professor for the program and 
was a graphic design student at Eastern until she gradu-
ated in 2013.  She graduated from Eastern with a mas-
ter’s degree in 2014, and this is her first year teaching.
Freeman said graphic design is one of the most pop-
ular programs at Eastern, and the people who get ac-
cepted into the program are serious about becoming 
designers after their education.
“There are people who try to get into the program 
and are not accepted, but they find their passion else-
where,” she said.
The benefit of going through the program with the 
same group and class of people every semester is that 
you form a type of family, Freeman said.
“You are surrounded by your peers and are the 
same level as one another. You help one another, which 
make you stronger in your work,” she said. “I see this 
every day, students helping one another. It helps to 
have the opinions of others around you because more 
then one head can help.”
She said the way the program is organized and the 
way students interact with one another helps them in 
future careers in the field.
“They will be collaborating with others in the future 
with companies and other artists, so learning that now 
will help them work with their future clients,” Freeman 
said.  “Also the vocabulary and the way they commu-
nicate with one another in the classroom is similar to 
how it will be for them in real life.”
Along with the family environment, the graphic de-
sign program allows students to gain the experience ex-
pected by future employers, she said.
“The information they are gaining in those class-
es and coming out with a portfolio that is consistent 
with what employer, graphic design firms and in-house 
graphic design facilities are looking for,” Griffin said.  
The criteria on what is needed for the portfolio and 
resume can be found on Eastern’s website.  
It is a good model for students to follow, but it will 
also be updated later in the semester, Griffin said.
Stephanie White can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
Graphic design program challenges students
STEPHANIE WHITE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Zoe Volk, a junior art major, works on projects for her graphic design classes Thursday in the 
computer lab in the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
 BOWERS RENTALS - Very Nice 1-7 
BR Homes Available Fall 2015. Start-
ing at $300/mo. Great locations - 1 
minute walk to Lantz! Call or text 217-
345-4001. eiuliving.com
__________________________1/20
Houses, all sizes. Great locations and 
prices. W/D, dishwasher, trash includ-
ed, some pet friendly. 549-6967
__________________________1/23
For Rent Fall 2015: 4 BR House, 2 
blocks form campus, W/D, dishwash-
er, great parking, and nice yard. 
Call or text 276-7003. 
__________________________1/23
AVAILABLE FALL 2015 - WALKING 
DISTANCE TO BUZZARD - 2, 3 & 4 BR 
1812 9TH ST. AVAILABLE JANUARY 
2015 - 3 BR 1205 GRANT. sammy-
rentals.com 
CALL OR TEXT 217-549-4011
OR CALL 217-348-0673. 
__________________________1/26
We have the size and price you need! 
1, 2, & 3 BR units, 4 great locations! 
www.tricountymg.com  
217-348-1479 
715 Grant Ave. #103.
__________________________1/26
2 bedroom & 4 bedroom houses. 
Close to campus.  Washer & Dryer & 
Trash.  $175 
Call 217-345-7244.
__________________________1/27
One bedroom, furnished on square. 
Carpet, central air, dishwasher. $325, 
trash and water paid. 
217-345-4010
__________________________1/27
2 bedroom houses, 3 blocks from EIU, 
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease. 
Call 217-549-7031
__________________________1/30
4 Bedroom 2 Bath House located at 
1410 9th St. available for 15-16! 
Great Location, All Inclusive Pric-
ing, W/D- Stay Unique 
217.345.RENT(7368) www.unique-
properties.net
__________________________1/30
Very Spacious 5 Bedroom House 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St. for 
15-16! Great Location, All Inclusive 
Pricing, W/D-Stay Unique 
217.345.RENT(7368) www.unique-
properties.net
__________________________1/30
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. Call 217-962-
0790. Appliances included.
__________________________2/12
5 bedroom house, 1836 11th, $275 
each A/D, W/D, D/W, partial covered 
large patio. 217-345-3273
__________________________2/13
4-6 bedroom house, 1521 2nd, $275 
each. A/C, W/D, off street parking. 
217-345-3273
__________________________2/13
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 1906 11th, $300 
each. Large yard and patio, A/C, D/W, 
W/D. 217-345-3273
__________________________2/13
3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex east of 
campus. 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
EIUStudentRentals.com   
217-345-1815
__________________________2/16
You deserve to live in a nice home 
with nice landlords. Leasing for Fall 
2015. 2-5 bedroom homes, includes 
all Appliances and garbage. Walk to 
campus. Pet friendly. 
Call or text 217-649-6508. keslerodle.
com
__________________________2/17
Large 3 bedroom furnished apart-
ment for Fall 2015. Make an appoint-
ment to see. 
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS Carlyle 
Apartments 
2 1 7 - 3 4 8 - 7 7 4 6  w w w . C h a r l e s -
tonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
2 BR Apt 605 W Grant, Stove, frig, 
dishwasher, W/D. Trash pd. 
2 1 7 - 3 4 8 - 7 7 4 6  w w w . C h a r l e s -
tonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances, 
Water & Trash pd. 
2 1 7 - 3 4 8 - 7 7 4 6  w w w . C h a r l e s -
tonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
1 BR Apt 117 W Polk, Stove, frig, mi-
crowave, dishwasher & Washer/dry-
er. Trash pd. 
2 1 7 - 3 4 8 - 7 7 4 6  w w w . C h a r l e s -
tonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-6 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559  
myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 Studio, 1, 
2, & 3 bedroom apartments. Great lo-
cations! 
ppwrentals.com   
217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
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For rent
For rent
Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!
Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
For rent
Have any 
interesting news 
you want to share 
with the 
community? 
Mail it, fax it, 
email it, submit 
it on our 
website, or call 
it in to the
Daily Eastern News
What You Want to ReadWe Want to Hear
Announcements
Game Club: Fridays 6pm-midnight at 
the Charleston County Market mezza-
nine. www.meetup.com/charleston-
game-club
__________________________1/16
Graphic artist and advertising assistant 
are both needed at The Daily Eastern 
News. Hours vary. Must be a motivated 
team player and have experience, pref-
erably majoring in art/marketing. Ap-
ply in person, 1802 Buzzard Hall. Must 
be a student without a grad assistant-
ship. 
__________________________1/15
The Hideout Gentlemen's Club, 20 
minutes from Charleston hiring enter-
tainers 18 and over. No experience 
needed. Make $500 cash a night. 217-
348-0288
__________________________1/16
Part-Time Bar Tender Needed.  Charles-
ton Moose Lodge.  Must be 21.  Apply 
in person: 615 7th St.
___________________ 1/21
» RATIO CONTINUED FROM PAGE1
Lord said the number of 
senior level students might 
have a profound effect on 
t h e  r a t i o  d e p e n d i n g  o n 
when they graduate at the 
end of the semester.
 “There’s several things to 
look at. In any given year, 
the number of students in 
the senior class is always the 
largest of the four classes,” 
Lord said. 
Although anybody with 
90 or more credit hours gets 
classified as a senior, some 
programs take more.
“Some of our programs 
take  more  than 30 cred-
its hours, beyond 90 to fin-
ish, so everybody who’s clas-
sified as a senior may not 
graduate that year,” he said.
Lord also said there may 
be s tudents  who take s ix 
years to graduate; however, 
these people are still consid-
ered seniors. 
“A large senior class does 
not mean that all of them 
wil l  be gone coming into 
the spring semester,” Lord 
said. “What we need to look 
at is the size of the gradu-
ating students (and) how 
many degrees are we issu-
ing.” 
He said while the number 
of degrees given had been 
up, it has recently begun to 
decline.  
“This is a good sign for 
us,” Lord said. “It suggests 
that  as  people leave with 
the i r  degree s ,  we  have  a 
chance to replace them and 
hence keep our enrollment 
steady.”
Luis Martinez can be reached 
at 581-2812 
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
Year
Student
 FTE*
Faculty 
FTE
Student:Faculty 
Ratio
2010
631
2011
2013
2012
2011
10,309
646
660
7,899
8,600
9,156
9,897
615
572
15.62
13.81
13.98
14.31
15.32
*FTE  -  FULL-TIME EQUIVALENT
STUDENT:FACULT Y R ATIO IN PAST 5 YEARS 
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Panthers to dive back into water Friday, Saturday 
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter | @DEN_Sports
The men and women’s  swim 
team will be returning to the pool 
Friday for the first time since Nov. 
23. 
Both teams will be swimming in 
the Western Illinois Double-Dual 
along with South Dakota in Ma-
comb, Illinois on Friday and Sat-
urday. 
The meet on Friday will begin 
at 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sat-
urday. 
The men are  going into the 
meet with a 1-2 record on the sea-
son, while the women go in at 
1-3. 
The Panthers will not be at full 
strength for this weekend because 
of some swimmers having sick-
nesses and just getting over sick-
nesses.
Coach  Ja cque l in e  Micha l s -
ki said she believes the swimmers 
that are healthy are ready to com-
pete again.
This weekend, the teams will 
swim every event that is offered 
over the course of the two days. 
All swimmers look to contin-
ue the success they have had this 
year. 
Coming into this meet, 11 men 
and five women currently own at 
least one Top 25 rank in the latest 
Summit League top time list.
Freshman Steve Fishman is one 
of the men on that l i st  ranked 
at  17th for the Men’s  200-me-
t e r  Fr e e s t y l e  w i t h  a  t i m e  o f 
1:42.50 and in 10th for the Men’s 
200-Backstroke.
For the women, freshman Amy 
Smith is currently at 16th in the 
women’s 200-Backstroke with a 
time of 2:08.45.
Even though it is two straight 
days of swimming, the teams will 
prepare no dif ferent than they 
usually would. 
Michalski said their main goal 
is to keep getting better and be 
ready for the end of season meet 
where they will compete at confer-
ence. 
This weekend, she said she ex-
pects it will be a pretty even race 
between them and Western. 
“I  think we are  pretty  equal 
with competition, so I think it is 
just going to come down to who 
gets their hand on the wall first,” 
she said. 
Regarding South Dakota, Mi-
chalski said she believes they have 
a little bit more depth than the 
Panthers. 
She said she still thinks it is just 
going to come down to who can 
get their hand on the wall first. 
So the Panthers  wil l  have to 
give all they have to get the vic-
tory.
“I think we just have to stay 
pos i t ive  and have a  good att i -
tude going into the meet and try 
to have as much fun as possible,” 
Michalski said. “It’s been a rough 
week, classes just started back up.” 
The senior Panthers  because 
they only have two more meets af-
ter this as well as the conference 
meet in February.
Sean Hastings can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu.
JORDAN GAY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Patrick Wood, freshman kinesiology major, part of the EIU men's swim team, gets into position to begin a race 
against the Valparaiso men's swim team.
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor
@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern women’s basketball 
team is heading into Morehead State 
on a high after its 68-42 win over East-
ern Kentucky Thursday. 
With the Panthers winning its last 
4-of-5 Ohio Valley Conference games, 
and being tied for second in the con-
ference, freshman guard Bh’rea Griffin 
said the win gives them a ton of con-
fidence.
“We still have to remain focus and 
win games,” she said. “We can’t let a 
few wins get to our heads.” 
Morehead State is coming off a one-
point loss to Southern Illinois-Ed-
wardsville on Thursday after blowing 
a 14-point lead with under 12 minutes 
remaining in the second half. 
Edwardsville took the lead, which 
was their loan lead of the game, on a 
free throw with 29 seconds to play in 
the second half.
After the game, Morehead State 
coach Greg Todd said it was a tough 
loss to swallow.
“We had a chance to close it out 
with a big lead but failed to,” Todd said 
in his press conference following the 
loss. “When you only get to the free 
throw line, once its tough to win too. 
Give SIUE credit though, they have a 
nice team.”
Eastern coach Debbie Black said she 
is looking to take advantage of her team 
being rested and Morehead State hav-
ing to go down to the wire on Thurs-
day.
“It was really nice to get to play ev-
erybody,” she said. “We don’t get many 
opportunities to do that. I think the 
team really rallied around the players. 
To be able to play them means a lot. 
We should be fresh. I am glad More-
head played a close game. It will be a 
battle at their place.” 
Morehead State is 2-2 in the OVC 
led by Almesha Jones, who is averaging 
just under 16 points a game. 
Along with Jones, the Eagles have 
three other players averaging over 10 
points a game. 
Shay Steel averages 14.1, Eriel McK-
ee is averaging 13.5 and Maiki Viela is 
averaging 10.3 points.
Black thinks Morehead State is a 
very well-rounded team.
Eastern guard Grace Lennox said 
they have to take the positives out of 
the win on Thursday and take them to 
Morehead.
“Coach told us that we could run on 
EKU, so in the second half we put it to 
work,” she said. “When we get out and 
run, we are such a better team. I believe 
it is a key factor to winning this next 
game as well.”
Eastern and Morehead will tip-off 
at 3:15 p.m. on Saturday in Morehead, 
Ky in Johnson Arena. 
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu
By Jehad Abbed
Assistant Sports Editor | @Jehada
Eastern men’s basketball Head 
Coach Jay Spoonhour looks for 
his team to continue its  strong 
confe rence  s t a r t  a s  they  meet 
Morehead State University this 
weekend.
The Panthers (11-6) have not 
beat Morehead (6-12) since Jan-
uary 15, 2011. 
The two teams have met four 
times since then.
“ You  can’t  r e a l l y  g auge  the 
t e ams  in  our  l e ague  o f f  the i r 
non-conference record,” Spoon-
hour  s a id .  “So  many  o f  the i r 
games are on the road.”
Coming off a 72-65 win over 
Eastern Kentucky University, the 
Panthers look to stay undefeated 
in the Ohio Valley Conference. 
Eastern is also in the midst of 
an eight game win streak.
T h e  E a g l e s  h a v e  n ow  w o n 
three  of  the i r  l a s t  f ive  games ; 
four of  which were conference 
games. 
Morehead is the seventh best 
scoring team in the OVC with 
68.6 points per game.
“They’re an athletic team that 
can really score the ball,” Spoon-
hour said.
Senior guard Angelo Warner 
leads the Eagles with 13.3 points 
per game and an average of 3.8 
rebounds.  
Junior forward Chris Olivier 
continues to lead the streaking 
Panthers  with 12.3 points  and 
5.3 rebounds per game.  
Junior forward Trae Anderson 
scored a team-high of 14 points 
a n d  g r a b b e d  s e v e n  r e b o u n d s 
against Eastern Kentucky. 
It  was  jus t  the  second game 
back for Anderson after he sus-
tained an injury earlier this sea-
son. 
E a s t e r n  l e a d s  t h e  OVC  i n 
multiple defensive categories.  
T h e  Pa n t h e r s  a r e  h o l d i n g 
teams to 60.2 points  per game 
while holding teams to an aver-
age of 39 percent shooting from 
the floor.
Morehead  l eads  the  confe r -
ence in offensive rebounds while 
Ea s t e rn  s i t s  in  s econd  to  l a s t 
p lace .  Red-sh i r t  sen ior  center 
Billy Reader sits at fifth place in 
the OVC with 2.6 offensive re-
bounds per game.
The Panthers average less than 
10 offensive rebounds, and the 
Eagles grab 14 per game.  
Eastern has an average scoring 
margin of less than one point for 
every game. 
Morehead has a plus-2.8-scor-
ing margin on the season while 
they are sitting well below .500 
in the wins column. 
The  Panther s’  Jun ior  guard 
LeTrell Viser is leading the team 
with 1.8 three-pointers made per 
game. Viser  has the 11th most 
made shots in the OVC from be-
yond the arc with a total 29.  
Eastern will be making its sec-
ond stop in Kentucky this week 
in an attempt to remain unbeat-
en in early stages of OVC play 
this season.
The Panthers will tip-off with 
Morehead at 1 p.m. Saturday in-
s ide  Johnson  Arena  in  More -
head, KY.
Jehad Abbed can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or Jaabbed@eiu.edu
Men’s basketball look 
for ninth straight win
Eastern travels to Morehead State 
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Bh'rea Griffin, a freshmen guard, looks to pass through the defense in 
the women’s basketball game in Lantz Arena against Belmont Sat. Griffin 
scored 11 points against Belmont.
Eastern to face 
off against 7th 
best scoring team
By Blake Nash 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_sports
The Eastern men’s basketball team 
defeated the Eastern Kentucky Col-
onels 72-65 on Thursday night in a 
battle of the Ohio Valley Conference 
‘s divisional leaders.
Trae  Anderson compi led 14 
points for the Panthers and displayed 
great ball-handling skills to aid the 
Panthers, who shot nearly 54 per-
cent from the floor, in route to their 
eighth consecutive victory and a 5-0 
record in the OVC. 
The Panthers remain in first place 
in the OVC’s West division with the 
victory. 
The Colonels, who trailed for 
most of the night, rallied through-
out the second half and were able to 
close the gap to 63-61, until a three 
pointer by LeTrell Viser gave the 
Panthers some breathing room with 
1:33 remaining. 
Anderson, Cornell Johnston and 
LeTrell Viser led the Panthers scor-
ing, with both Viser and Johnston 
finishing with 10 points apiece. East-
ern Kentucky’s Corey Walden led the 
Colonels with 29 points, while fellow 
guard Ja’Mill Powell totaled 13 points, 
eight of which came from the free-
throw line.
Johnston led the Panthers with four 
assists, while Anderson and Dylan 
Chatman had three.
Both Anderson and fellow forward 
Chris Olivier combined for 14 re-
bounds for the Panthers, who came 
out on top in that category for the first 
time since November.  
The Panthers, who led by as much 
as 18 against Belmont on Saturday, 
continued that trend when they led 
by as much as 15 against the Colo-
nels, who were 3-0 in OVC play head-
ing into this matchup. Chatman, who 
had been 0-9 heading into the game, 
hit three from beyond the arc for nine 
points, while the Panthers as a team 
hit 11-19 shots from beyond the arc.
 The Panthers also ended another 
drought, by ending a 10-game losing 
streak at Eastern Kentucky, who won 
the OVC Tournament last season and 
advanced to the NCAA tournament. 
The Colonels, one of the top de-
fenses in the country forced the Pan-
thers into committing 18 points, 
but Panther Coach Jay Spoonhour 
thought the Panthers handled the ball 
well, especially during the Colonels’ 
late surge. 
“We’re still not used to being up 
that much, but aside from making a 
few silly mistakes, I thought we han-
dled the ball well, considering how 
good of a defense Eastern Kentucky 
has,” Spoonhour said.
Defensively, Luke Piotrowski posted 
three blocks, while Anderson and Ol-
ivier combined for nine rebounds on 
the defensive glass. 
Spoonhour said he was also im-
pressed with the effort of Dylan Chat-
man, who guarded Walden for most of 
the game. 
“Dylan did a great job on Walden,” 
Spoonhour said. “Even though 
Walden got 29 points, he did a good 
job of containing him and isolating 
him from his teammates.” 
The Panthers are now off to their 
best start in any conference they 
have played in in the program’s his-
tory. 
They will look to make it nine in 
a row at Morehead State on Saturday 
at 1 p.m.
Blake Nash can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: @EIUWBB defeats Eastern Kentucky 68-42 over. Arnisha Thomas had a team high 21 points.
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor| @BobReynoldsDEN
Arni sha  Thomas  and  Bh’rea 
Griffin led the Eastern women’s 
basketball  team to a 68-42 win 
over Eastern Kentucky on Thurs-
day in Richmond, Kentucky. 
Gr i f f i n ,  w h o  c a m e  o f f  t h e 
bench for  the Panthers ,  scored 
19 points on 7-of-9 shooting and 
4-of-4 from the 3-point line, and 
Eastern coach Debbie Black was 
impressed with the way Griffin 
came out and played in the win.
“I think she made some huge 
baskets for us again,” Black said. 
“She is my Sixth Man of the Year 
r i gh t  now.  She  comes  in  and 
does some nice things for us and 
that really helps.”
Thomas,  on the other  hand, 
scored a team-high of 21 points 
on 8-of-13 shooting. 
With seven minutes left in the 
first half, Eastern Kentucky and 
Eastern were tied at 16, and then 
the  Panthers  went  on an 11-2 
run to end the half to give them 
a 27-18 lead, led by Griffin and 
Thomas.
Heading into the locker room, 
Black said she could not even re-
member how the Panthers ended 
up on their run to end the half.
“I  just  remember saying ‘We 
are  p lay ing  ter r ib le  basketba l l 
and we’re up by nine’,” she said. 
“From the get-go I  thought we 
really could run on this team. I 
didn’t  l ike the way we star ted. 
We looked slow.”
The Panthers came out firing 
on a l l  cy l inders  in  the  second 
half and started it with a 23-6 to 
push the lead to their to 26 with 
seven minutes left in the half.
Eastern Kentucky would cut 
the  lead to  18 la te  in  the  sec -
ond half, but that is as close as it 
would get. 
Heading into this  game,  the 
Panther s  were  jus t  1-8  on the 
road this season, before this win, 
including 0-1 in conference play. 
Griffin, a freshman, said get-
ting a win on the road especial-
ly against a good team is a great 
step forward.
“We’ve  been p lay ing  wel l  a t 
home,  we  jus t  had to  br ing  i t 
away on the road,” she said. “We 
will use this confidence to bring 
th e  ene rgy  in to  th e  nex t  f e w 
games.”
Eastern Kentucky would have 
a  rough day  shoot ing  the  ba l l 
as they shot 26.6 percent in the 
game.
Its second leading scorer, Sha-
meekia Murray, scored 18 points, 
but was only held to four points 
in seven minutes of action in the 
first half because of foul trouble. 
A l s o  t h e  C o l o n e l s ’  l e a d i n g 
s co re r,  Michae l a  Hunte r,  wa s 
also in foul trouble in the f irst 
half.
She  on ly  s co red  two  po in t s 
and p layed s ix  minutes  in  the 
f irst  half.  Hunter committed a 
foul 31 seconds into the seconds 
of the second half and was forced 
to s i t  on the bench with three 
fouls for the next five minutes. 
Black understood the impor-
tance of Eastern Kentucky’s two 
best players having to sit on the 
bench the majority of  the f irst 
half and had to take full advan-
tage of that, which her team did.
“I will take that matchup any-
t ime,  those  two s i t t ing on the 
bench,”  she  sa id .  “They rea l ly 
rely on them.”
Sabina Oroszova had another 
double-digit scoring day with 14 
points on 6-of-12 shooting and 
as a team the Panthers shot 51 
percent from the floor. 
Eastern wi l l  t rave l  to  More-
head State Saturday to face the 
Eagles. 
Bob Reynolds can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
Griffin, Thomas lead Eastern to take down Colonels 
EIU 
72
EKU  
65
Men’s
Final score
Panthers win 8th straight after upset 
EIU 
68
EKU  
42
Women’s
Final score
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Chris Olivier, a junior forward, looks to pass the ball after the defense arrives in the game Saturday against Bel-
mont in Lantz Arena. 
" We will use this confidence to bring the energy 
into the next few games."
Bh’rea Griffin,  freshman guard
